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Purpose of HSR (Historic Structures Report)

• Summarize the historical significance of Peavey Plaza.

• Investigate and clearly describe its existing conditions 
and the effects those conditions have on its potential 
revitalization.

• Following the Secretary of the Interior Standards, 
provide a feasibility study for approaches addressing 
technical repairs and code compliance.

• Provide cost model for each technical repair and 
code compliance recommendation.



Scope of Services
Step 1 ‐ Organization / Data Gathering
Step 2 ‐ Information Gathering ‐ Stakeholder  

Interview

Step 3 ‐ Investigation & Documentation

Step 4 ‐ Testing

Step 5 ‐ Evaluation & Draft 
HSR Preparation

Step 6 ‐ Final HSR Preparation



Review of December Update
• Described ongoing existing condition review  ‐
documents and physical site conditions

• Shared draft of site development graphics

• Discussed scope and range of testing and 
testing schedule



Review of January Update
• Draft timeline 
narrative 

• Preliminary list of Deficiencies

• Interviews and input progress



Review of February Update
• Plumbing Schematics

• Interview and input progress update
• Input highlights



Work In Progress

• Physical Testing

• Draft Report

• Ongoing Interview Schedule

• Interview input summary

• Preparation for Access Meeting



Physical Testing
• Scheduling/coordinating physical testing

– Prep for pool/fountain flooding
Delegation of responsibilities
Logistics

– Detailed schedule of testing onsite

Posted to website once confirmed



Draft Report – Table of Contents
I. Executive Summary

II. Introduction – Overview/Methodology

III. Developmental History

IV. Description and Assessment of Features

V. Treatment Approach

VI. Next Steps

VII. Bibliography

Appendices



Draft Report – Features

Water Display
• Stainless Steel Canisters 
• Upper/Main Fountain
• Cascading weir pool
• Cascading water stairs/falls
• Lower Fountain
• East Fountain
• Lower Pool
• Runnels
• Pool Freeboard
• Pool Reflection
• Pool Base Materials

Concrete Site Elements
• Concrete Stair Profile
• Concrete Amphitheater Stair 

Profile
• Board Formed Concrete Walls
• Pool Coping/Concrete Wall at 

Pool
• Concrete Curb
• Concrete Bridges
• Concrete Lilly Pads

IV. Description and Assessment of Features



Draft Report – Features
Site Furnishings
• Wood Seat Blocks 2’x2’
• Wood Seat Blocks 3’x3’
• Wood Bench – Wall Hung
• Concrete Bollards
• Cast in Place Concrete Trash 

Receptacles
• Steel Handrails Freestanding
• Steel Handrail Wall Mounted
• Banners
• Applied Identification Lettering
• Flagpoles
• Time Capsule 

Site Paving
• Clay Tile Paving
• Exposed Aggregate Cast in Place 

Paving
• Exposed Aggregate Precast Pavers
Site Electrical – Lighting
• Hanging Tree Lights
• Banner Pole Lights
• Concrete Bollard Lights
• Fountain Lights
• Steel Bollard/Performance Lights
Planting:
• Turf Panels
• Shrub Plantings
• Tree Plantings



Draft Report – Appendices
A. Original “Peavey Park Plaza” Drawings, M. Paul Friedberg & Associates, 

May 21, 1974
B. A National Register Assessment prepared by Hess, Roise and Company, 

June 2011
C. Historic American Landscape Survey: Written Historical and Descriptive 

Data and Drawings, prepared by Minnesota Chapter of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects, September 2006

D. Stakeholder Interview Conversation Notes and Summaries
E. Fountain Schematic – As built condition of piping and controls by MCE 

2015
F. Existing Fountain Condition Summary and Recommendations – CMS 

Collaborative, Inc. 2015
G. Existing Lighting Condition Summary and Recommendations – Schuler 

Shook 2015
H. Existing Lighting Condition Summary and Recommendations – Schuler 

Shook 2015
I. xxx



Interviews and Input Scheduling
Complete

Park and Recreation – Dec 2, 2016
Minnesota Orchestral Association  ‐ Jan 5, 2016 & Feb 22, 2016
Preservation community – Feb 17, 2016
Downtown Council/DID – Jan 15, 2016
Green Minneapolis ‐ Jan 20, 2016

Scheduled
Minneapolis Access Full Committee  ‐

March 16, 5pm City Hall Room 132

Pending
Community Planning & Economic Development
Construction Code Services
Neighborhood Group
Charles Brinbaum
MP Friedberg & Associates



Input Highlights – Public Works
Public Works ‐ Responsible for ongoing overall maintenance of site.  Currently does 
not include fountains.

• Roof of mechanical room leaks.

• Existing electrical conduits are ‘full’ and more power is drawn than supplied for 
fountain function.

• Fountain pumps currently are not functioning.

• Pool leaks, or perhaps pipes – location of leak is unknown.

• Sump pumps are only method of discharge and discharge to sanitary.

• When fountain is or was shut off at night the upper pools drain down due to lack 
of check valves.

• Current ramp is on Orchestra Hall’s property.



Input Highlights –
Minnesota Orchestral Association

Minnesota Orchestral Association shares the physical city block with the plaza and uses plaza for events.

• Have used Peavey Plaza as extension of their performance and service platform including outside rental 

events.  Would like to continue in the future – they currently lack connectivity with configuration of new 

terrace and within reason are open to possible alterations to improve flow.

• A great place especially when fountains are working and space is well maintained.

• Appropriate scheduling of space is vital 

• Main entrance currently feels unwelcoming.

• Shade and trees are positive elements in space.

• Usable seating would be a good addition to space.

• Flexibility is important for overall success of space.  Utilizing all areas of site for programming should be 

explored including plinths as performance space.

• Access/use of space year round is appealing.  Access into pool level can be a hurdle for use of site.

• Electrical sizing and availability are major hurdle for use of the site.

• Functional requirements for maneuvering service and other equipment into space needs better thought.

• Accommodation of food trucks adjacent to site may want to be considered.  Permanent food facility would 

have difficulties being successful.



Input Highlights –
Downtown Council/DID

DTC has provided programming for site for past 25 years. 

• DID attempts annual “greening” but overall vegetation issues are greater than adding 
touching the site once each spring 

• Use of plaza does require a no fee permit issued by city – permit is for use of space.  
Water and power is not included.  Other permits may be required dependent on use.

• Light levels are an issue with some shadowy areas that create an unsafe perception and 
maintenance of lights is an ongoing issue.

• Power needs for site often need to be supplemented from Nicollet or by generators.

• Entrance into plaza is not clearly defined.

• Pool is an important feature.  Fountains alone are not enough of a draw for people.  
Pool currently floods and there is no way to drain because sump has failed.

• Food service onsite is desired.

• Public restroom facilities are desired.

• Access is an issue for both users and vendors.

• Perceived as a “grungy ‐ concrete jungle”, “not green enough”.

• Operating vision needs to be solidified.



Input Highlights – Greening Downtown 
Minneapolis

Greening Downtown Minneapolis (GDM) was established under a public‐
privacy conservancy model to oversee unique downtown parks.  No formal 
agreement is in place for Peavey Plaza.
• GDM has developed preliminary budget numbers for programming, 

security and maintenance of Peavey Plaza.
• Suggested Bryant Park Corp and renovation as a key precedent for future 

approach for Peavey Plaza.
• Stated three fundamental elements for long term success:

– Permanent bathrooms
– Restaurant or permanent food concessions structure with liquor
– Large flexible space for programming

• Corner of 11th and Nicollet ideal location for bathrooms and food
• Peavey must be known and expected entity for activity every day of year 

which should include increased focus on performance but should include a 
full range of programming from book clubs to fitness.

• Modify size of pool to create larger, flat flexible space.  Creating a main 
focal point for activity within the plaza.
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PLAZA DISTRICTS
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LEVEL & TERRACE ACCESSIBILITY DIAGRAM
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HISTORICALLY
OCCUPIABLE AREAS



S O
 U

 T H
    E L E V E T H

    S T R E E T

S O
 U

 T H
    T W

 E L F T H
    S T R E E T

N I C O L L E T   M A L L

O R C H E S T R A   H A L L

MID 12TH
TERRACE

847.4

UPPER LEVEL
849

LOWER LEVEL
842.4

BASIN LEVEL
840.3

FOUNTAIN LEVEL
842.4

STREET
LEVEL

851-852

EAST LEVEL
840.3

FOUNTAIN 
LEVEL
842.4

UPPER NICOLLET 
TERRACE

848.1

MID NICOLLET 
TERRACE

846.4

LOWER NICOLLET 
TERRACE

846.4

LOWER LEVEL
842.4

UPPER 12TH
TERRACE

848.4

LOWER 12TH
TERRACE

845.4

PEAVEY PARK PLAZA  CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 03.08.2016

LEVEL & TERRACE ACCESSIBILITY DIAGRAM
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EXISTING 
PLAZA

4’ WIDE ACCESSIBLE ROUTE, 5% OR LESS

11TH STREET
GRADE

EXISTING 8% RAMP

EXISTING NON-
COMPLIANT RAMP (8%)
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2016 ACCESSIBLE ROUTE OPTION ‘A’ AT AREA 1

0 2.5’ 5’ 10’

GREEN PERVIOUS

WATER

STRUCTURE/PAVING

SITE FURNISHINGS

ACCESS TO STAIRS/
LANDINGS

PROPERTY LINE

* NOTE: AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE IS A PATHWAY THAT TRANSITIONS AT (OR LESS THAN) 5%.  
ANY PATHWAY WITH A SLOPE GREATER THAN 5% IS CONSIDERED A RAMP.  EXTERIOR RAMPS ARE 
CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE
(5% OR LESS)

ACCESSIBLE
PATHWAY

IMAGE ‘A’ - LOOKING EAST TOWARDS ORCHESTRA HALL

IMAGE ‘B’ - LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS ORCHESTRA HALL

IMAGE 
‘A’ 

IMAGE 
‘B’ 
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2016 ACCESSIBLE ROUTE OPTION ‘B’ AT AREA 4

0 2.5’ 5’ 10’

GREEN PERVIOUS

WATER
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SITE FURNISHINGS

ACCESS TO STAIRS/
LANDINGS

PROPERTY LINE

* NOTE: AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE IS A PATHWAY THAT TRANSITIONS AT (OR LESS THAN) 5%.  
ANY PATHWAY WITH A SLOPE GREATER THAN 5% IS CONSIDERED A RAMP.  EXTERIOR RAMPS ARE 
CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.
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IMAGE ‘A’ - LOOKING EAST AT EXISTING RAMP

IMAGE ‘B’ - LOOKING NORTH AT EXISTING RAMP

IMAGE 
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2016 ACCESSIBLE ROUTE OPTION ‘C’ AT NICOLLET AMPHITHEATRE, AREAS 1& 2

0 2.5’ 5’ 10’

WATER
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SITE FURNISHINGS
PROPERTY LINE

NATIONAL REGISTER
BOUNDARY

ACCESSIBLE
PATHWAY

* NOTE: AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE IS A PATHWAY THAT TRANSITIONS AT (OR LESS THAN) 5%.  
ANY PATHWAY WITH A SLOPE GREATER THAN 5% IS CONSIDERED A RAMP.  EXTERIOR RAMPS ARE 
CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

IMAGE ‘A’ - LOOKING WEST TOWARDS NICOLLET MALL

IMAGE  ‘A’ 

IMAGE ‘B’ - LOOKING AT EXISTING 7% RAMP

IM
AGE 

 ‘B
’ 

EXISTING 8% RAMP

NATIONAL REGISTER
BOUNDARY

ACCESSIBLE ROUTE
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COMPLIANT RAMP (8%)

ACCESS TO STAIRS/
LANDINGS
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ACCESSIBLE ROUTE OPTION ‘C’ SITE IMPACT

EXISTING CONDITIONS PROPOSED ACCESSIBLE ROUTE MODIFICATIONS
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* NOTE: AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE IS A PATHWAY THAT TRANSITIONS AT (OR LESS THAN) 5%.  
ANY PATHWAY WITH A SLOPE GREATER THAN 5% IS CONSIDERED A RAMP.  EXTERIOR RAMPS ARE 
CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.
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ROUTE OPTION C

ROUTE OPTION A

ROUTE OPTION B

ROUTE OPTION C
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2016 ACCESSIBLE ROUTES ON 1975 PLAN

0 5’ 10’ 20’

GREEN PERVIOUS
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ACCESSIBLE ROUTE
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* NOTE: AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE IS A PATHWAY THAT TRANSITIONS AT (OR LESS THAN) 5%.  
ANY PATHWAY WITH A SLOPE GREATER THAN 5% IS CONSIDERED A RAMP.  EXTERIOR RAMPS ARE 
CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.

NATIONAL REGISTER
BOUNDARY



Community Input
Are there any concerns or ideas regarding:

• Process

• Future use

• Modifications to space

• Report content



April Update

• Overall update on progress

• Status of interviews and input

• Testing Results

• Initial Review of Draft Report


